
Turret Clocks in Ipswich
lan Coote finds a number of interesting clocks and churches in a small area

STANDINGin a derelict industrial landscape in

Ipswich's former dockland are three fine and

fascinating churches, all now redundant but still,

like St Mary at the Quay, 1, defiantly showing the

time on their clock dials. They were all part of the

route of the Ipswich branch annual turret clock

tour: this year a walk around Ipswich town centre.

The churches in the first part of the tour were

all in use and well maintained. Starting at the

beautiful church of St Margaret's, 2 next door to

Cardinal Wolsey's Christchurch mansion, we

climbed to see one of the oldest surviving public

clocks in Ipswich, made by Moore of Ipswich in
1778. Since the celebrated Thomas Moore died in

1762, this c1ock,3, was probably constructed by

his sons Edward and Hartley Moore 1. It is an
unusual iron framed clock, detail 4, with count­

wheel striking and anchor escapement controlled

by a 11/4second pendulum.

St Mary-Le-Tower has also been recently

restored and boasts unusually colourful decora­

tion to the porch, 5, and its vaulted ceiling, 6. The

1810 clock was replaced in 1967 with a small

GILLETT& JOHNSONmovement with double 3-legged

gravity escapement and Invar pendulum rod, 7.

The separate striking mechanism is not in use.

By contrast, St Mary at the Elms possesses a

much earlier clock, 8, probably 17th century. It
has the unusual features of end-ta-end trains and

an odd, offset, winding arrangement. It is now

electrically wound. The pictures in Haggar and

Miller1 show the arrangement more clearly than is

possible here as the clock is now enclosed in a

cabinet and hard to photograph. A question mark
remains over the date of this clock. It has all the

appearance of mid 17th century work, detail, 9,

1. Haggar and Miller, Suffolk Clocks and Clockmakers
(1974)

402 November 2003 Horological Journal




